Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 120 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.033; wR factor = 0.076; data-to-parameter ratio = 21.4.
Related literature
For other hexabromodimercurates, see : Bell et al. (2002) ; Fá bry & Maximov (1991) ; Pickardt & Wischlinski (1999) . For related literature, see: Hu et al. (2003) ; Nockemann & Meyer (2002) ; Sabounchei et al. (2007) ; Thiel et al. (1994) .
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Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe & Cie, 2005 ); cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-AREA; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999 (Sabounchei et al., 2007) anions (Nockemann & Meyer, 2002; Thiel et al., 1994; Hu et al., 2003) .
Experimental
Starting materials were purchased from commercial sources and used without further purification·The title compound was prepared by addition of solution of HgBr 2 (0.18 g, 0.5 mmol) in methanol (15 ml) to a solution of the 4-bromobenzoylmethylenetriphenylphosphorane (0.229?g, 0.5?mmol) in dry methanol (15 ml) and stirring for 12 h. A white product formed upon slow evaporation ofthe solvent. It was washed several times with dry diethylether and dried invacuo. The product was then washed with benzene and dried in vacuo. Yield 83%, m.p=290 K. It was recrystallized from a mixture of methanol, dimethylsulfoxide and diethyl ether (1:1:3).
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, U iso =1.2U eq of the respective carrier atom.
The largest difference peak and hole (1.64 and −1.32 e·A −3
) are found 1.18Å and 0.05Å respectively from Hg.
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Figures Fig. 1 . View of (I) (30% probability displacement ellipsoids), symmetry code (i)1 − x,-y,2 − z.
Crystal data Monoclinic, P2 1 /n Mo Kα radiation λ = 0.71073 Å Hall symbol: -P 2yn
Cell parameters from 2500 reflections a = 9.4146 (6) 
